
Amadeus Orchestra goes north for 18th

The Amadeus orchestra will celebrate its r8th birthday this year in

style, with a gala concert at the Bridgewater Hall in Manchester on

3o March. The concert will feature the first public performance of

the choral and orchestral setting of Samuel Taylor Coleridge's
Kubla l(hanby the late Alan Rawsthorne. Barlines spoke to the

orchestra's founder and conductor Philip Mackenzie and discov-

ered that the concert has been shaped by an extraordinary series of

events.
Not least of these concerns the preparation of the orchestral parts.
'The work was originally commissioned by the BBC and first per-

formed in a studio broadcast from Bristol in fune rg4o,'he said.
'That same evening, Rawshorne's flat was bombed and the score

and parts were completely destroyed. The Ida Carroll Tiust has

commissioned a re-orchestration by Edward Harper and they

approached the Amadeus Orchestra to give it its first performance.

The orchestra was naturally delighted to be offered such a chance

and decided to programme it with another choral work that also

gives the orchestra a chance to shine: Mahlels second symphony"
With the music fixed, the concert was originally scheduled for per'

formance at the Royal Albert Hall, but at the last minute, says

Mackenzie, they decided not to allow the performance -'We

booked it about two years before the concert date, and they were

careful to say that they had only pencilled it in. When it came to

the stage of issuing a conffact, about a year later, they said they

wouldnt allow it because they didnt think we would sell enough

seats, despite a massive publicity budget for the concert acquired
through various trusts. We had booked over r,ooo singers through

several London-based choirs.'
Mackenzie, who has extensive links in the north-west decided to

relocate to the Bridgewater Hall in Manchester as both Rawsthorne

and the Amadeus Orchestra have strong links with the city. 'It is

also,' says Mackenzie, 'a much better concert hall and quite a bit

cheaper to hire! As luck would have it the chosen date was availa-

ble and the hall quicHy booked.'The choral forces have been

scaled down to around zoo, but the change has given Mackenzie

chance to work with some old friends - participating choirs

include the Manchester Bach Choir and the Burnley Municipal

Choir, both of which he used to conduct.
Mackenzie has taken the changes in his stride - in the last 18 years

the Amadeus Orchestra has made a fine art of mounting ambi

tious projects with limited rehearsal time, launching the careers of

hundreds of orchestral musicians along the way - and is looking

forward to conducting what he describes as 'a fantastic worlC. 'I

didnt know any of his music before,'he continued, 'but he [Raw'
sthorne] has definitely created his own sound-world, it is not really

like anything else.'
The concert begins at7.3o. For tickets tel o161 9o7 gooo or visit

www. bridgewater-hall. co. uk
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Wigmore Hall
and appoints Bedford

|ohn Gilhooly, director of
hall. has announced that
recentlyJaunched com
scheme is to be underpin
gift of {5oo,ooo donated
and Rosalie Hoffmann.
allow the commissioning
than 5o new works up
'This generous and i
ensures that Wigmore
maintain its position as a
venue for new music,' sai
ly. 'ln addition to this gift,
sought and secured
ing partners - venues and

worldwide - so that anv new work will receive several i
performances following a Wigmore Hall world premiere.'

Gilhooly also announced the appointment of British coml

Luke Bedford as the venue's first ever composer-in'
zoog. 'Luke Bedford is an important young voice and a

musical force, and we are very pleased that he has

invitation to become our composer-in-residence from
position will involve composition as well as working with

community and education programme,'he added'

Final curtain for women composers' champions

The Ambache Chamber Orchestra will give its final o

cert at the Cadogan Ha1l on 5 March. The ensemble's

-

change attitudes towards women composers of the last 3c
has seen it give 45 concert premieres and record six CDs.

group, founded by pianist Diana Ambache, has also incl

music of Mozart in each of its concerts, leading to many

recordings.
'l felt like there were times when you need to move on,'

told Barlines. 'l have done what I have set out to do, whi

perform Mozart collaboratively [the group performs wit

ductor, and rehearsals are lead by Ambache, often from

and to put music by women composers of the last 3oo ye

on the map. I have been amazed at the volume of quality

that there is by women that people dont know about.'

Ambache has made an extensive study of women com

last few hundred years, and her findings can be seen at

www.womenofnote. co. uk.
A chamber music concert is to be given by Ambache on

bara Thompson s lazz f rockwork Skat.
For more information and tickets, contact ozo 7263 4oz7
www.ambache.co.uk


